jtat.63.]        Bayes in THE REHEARSAL.
'93
f it s.ud, The
'Were I a rich man, I would propagate all kinds of trees at will grow in the open air. A greenhouse is childish. ^ I imld introduce foreign animals into the country; fur in-ance the reindeer1.'
The conversation now turned on critical subjects. JolIN-»N. ' Bayes, in The Rehearsal, is a mighty silly chararten it was intended to be like a particular man, it could only : diverting while that man was remembered. But I qut?s-jn whether it was meant for Dryden, as has been reported ; r we know some of the passages said to be ridiculed, were ritten since The Rehearsal ; at least a passage mrn tinned the Preface9 is of a later elate.' I maintained that it id merit as a general satire on the self-importance of •amatick authours. But even in this light he iu-ld it very icap.
We then walked to the Pantheon. The first view .d not strike us so much as Ranelagh, of which lit* le 'coup d'oeilws, the finest thing he had ever seen.1 uth is, Ranelagh is of a more beautiful form; more of it, • rather indeed the whole rotunda, appears at onee, ami it better lighted. However, as Johnson observed, we saw te Pantheon in time of mourning, when there was a dull liformity; whereas we had seen Ranelagh when the view
1 This project has since been realized. Sir Henry IJddrl, who ide a spirited tour into Lapland, brought two rcin-drcr to lib rst.ur Northumberland, where they bred ; but the race has unfortunately rished. BOSWELL.
3 Dr. Johnson seems to have meant the Address to the Reader with XEY subjoined to it; which have been prefixed to tho modern edi->ns of that play. He did not know, it; appears, that wverul u(ttli->ns were made to The Rehearsal after the lir.st edition. his Life of Dryden (Works, vii. 272) Johnson write* : -' H .m characterised Dryden in 1671 by the name of Huye.H it) arsaZ. ... It is said that this farce was originally intended ivenant,who in the first draught was eharucaerixed by the nainr t,f Iboa. ... It is said, likewise, that Sir Robert Howard was oner meant. ie design was probably to ridicule the reigning port, whoever hr ght be. Much of the personal satire, to which it might owe iin tic.t. :eption, is now lost or obscured,1
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